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Safety Officer (SO): 

Joseph Kruse is on file with Little League 

Headquarters as the Safety Officer with Little 

League, ID# 346-08-06. The Safety Officer has 

an annual budget to do everything needed to 

keep our league running safely. 

Safety Officer (SO): 

Joseph Kruse 

(419) 322-2033 (cell) 

Email: JD@azalealittleleague.org 

League President: 

Shannon Foster 

(757) 597-8939 (cell) 

Email: Shannon@azalealittleleague.org 

Safety Plan Distribution: 



The enclosed Azalea Little League’s Safety 

Manual will be distributed in paper copy and 

email copy to all Board Members, 

Managers/Coaches, Volunteers and District 

Administrators. 

Contact Information: 

Azalea Little League teams are to have a plan on 

who will call 911 in case of an emergency. 

Example manager, coaches, or team mom etc. 

They will also be required to fill out an accident 

report form which is available by paper copy 

provided at the field or by email. 

Background Checks: 

Azalea Little League will use the Official Little 

League Volunteer Application Form to screen 



all volunteers. To meet the requirement for 

background check screening for volunteers JDP 

will be used along with the United States 

Department of Justice National Sex Offender 

Registry, (www.nsopr.gov) when further 

screening is required based on information 

obtained from JDP. 

Screening includes but not limited to: 

Board Members, volunteer umpires, concession 

volunteers, managers/coaches and all 

volunteers having access or interactions with 

little league players. 



 



Fundamental Training: 

Azalea Little League requires that at least 1 

manager/coach from each team attend 

Fundamentals of baseball and softball training. 

Every manager/coach will attend this training 

once every year. 

Fundamental training will be conducted on 

1/16/2025 with a make up day on 2/6/2025. 

Managers/coaches may attend meeting in-

person. During these meetings practice 

schedules will be discussed at this time to allow 

all teams have adequate field time for practices. 

These trainings will be held at the Azalea Little 

League complex by Richie Ruth (VP Softball), 

Sterling Mitchell (VP Baseball) and Adam 



Millwood (Coaching Coordinator). All stragglers 

will have case by case makeup days 

In addition, all managers and coaches will be 

required to complete the following courses: 

-Abuse Awareness Training 

-Diamond Leader Training 

-Heads Up Concussion Training 



 



First Aid Training: 

First Aid training will be conducted on 

1/16/2025 in-person with a make up day on 

2/6/2025. This training will be given during the 

manager/coaches meeting. 

Azalea Little League requires that at least one 

manager/coach from each team attend the First 

Aid Training once every 3 years. Board 

Members are also required to attend these 

trainings. 

Managers will be required to complete an 

online concussion training and turn a certificate 

into the Safety Officer prior to the start of the 

season. 



 



 



 



 



Prompt Accident Reporting: 

All teams will use the provided incident tracking form and 

will provide completed accident report forms to the 

Safety Officer within 24-48 hours of incident. Please see 

copy of accident reporting form attached. 

When to report- Report any incident that causes any 

player, manager, coach, umpire or volunteer to receive 

medical treatment and/or first aid to Azalea Safety 

Officer. This includes even passive treatments such as the 

evaluation and diagnosis of the extent of the injury or 

period of rest. 

Safety Officer(SO): 

Joseph (J.D.) Kruse 

(419)322-2033 (cell) 

Email: jd@azalalittleleague.org 

How to make the report- An Accident Report Form must 

be completed with the following information: 



-The date, time, and location. 

-The name and phone number of the person 

reporting it. 

-The name and phone number of the person 

involved. 

-The Division League baseball/softball, team name, 

and managers phone number. 

-How did the accident occur? 

-The preliminary estimation of the extent of the 

injury. 

-The type of first aid given. 

-Was 911 called. 

-Response time for emercency medical personal if 

911 is called. 

-Position of the person/player when injured (batting, 

first base, etc). 



-What caused the injury (sliding, fly ball, etc). 



 



Field Inspection: 

Azalea Little League requires managers/coaches 

and umpires to walk the field to inspect for 

hazards prior to every practice and game. PRE-

GAME CHECKLIST 

- Inspect infield for foreign objects, holes and 

dampness. 

- Inspect outfield for foreign objects, holes and 

dampness. 

- Inspect fencing for holes and any other damages 

that may cause injury. 

- Inspect catchers gear for wear and proper fit. 

Dangling type throat protectors are required. 

- Inspect helmets and bats for little league 

specifications and wear. 

- Insure first aid kit is available on site for use if 

needed. Should be inventoried to ensure if it’s 

needed it’s there. 



-Check to ensure male catchers are wearing protective 

cup. 

-Check uniforms for uniformity and proper fit. 

-Check to make sure all jewelry has been removed. 

-Fill out lineup cards and submit them to the home 

plate umpire. 

-Line the field to Little League specifications. 

-Perform stretching and calisthenics warm up 

exercises. 



 

Facility Survey: 

Azalea Little League will be conducting a yearly 

Facility Survey on all fields and update our 2024 

Facility Survey online. 

Field lighting survey: 

The league will be conducting a field lighting 

survey on all fields where lighting is equipped. 



AZLL will will work to certify all fields to Little 

league safety standards. Repairs and necessary 

upgrades will be made to ensure safe late day 

ball games and activities. 

Concession Stand Safety Info: 

-Menu shall be posted and approved by the 

League President and the Safety Officer. 

-Concession Safety Procedures shall be 

posted in the Concession Stand. 



 



 



Inspection of Equipment: 

The League SO and Equipment Manager will inspect all 

equipment in the pre-season. 

- Managers/coaches will inspect equipment prior to 

each game and practice. 

- Umpires will be required to inspect equipment 

prior to each game. 

Any equipment not meeting Little League Safety 

standards will not be used and will replaced promptly by 

the equipment manager. 

First Aid Kits: 

New first aid kits have been purchased and placed in 

each press box at each field. Coaches and managers will 

be encouraged to monitor usage of kits and update the 

safety officer if more supplies are needed. There is also 

an AED in the main building by the concession stand 

which is available for use if needed. The AED has a new 

battery as well as pads for adults, children and infants. 

Narcan: 



Narcan will be stored on site in the concession stand First 

aid kit. Narcan is a “OTC” medication and does not 

require special certification to administer it. Instructions 

will be clearly posted near the aid kit. 

Rule Enforcement: 

Azalea Little League will ensure that all teams enforce ALL 

Little League Rules. Including Proper Equipment for 

catchers. 

- Skull caps are not permitted. Catcher helmets 

must provide full head protection and meet Little 

League Safety standards. 

- On deck position is not permitted for majors and 

below. 

- Dangling throat guard shall be used on all catchers 

masks. 

- Managers/coaches will not warm up pitchers. 

- Breakaway bases will be used on all fields. 

- Double-First base rule must be used if applicable. 



 

Safety Plan Registration Form: 

Azalea Little League will use the current year qualified 

safety plan registration form with ASAP plan. 

Roster Information: 



Azalea Little League will ensure that all team roster 

information for players, managers and coaches are 

submitted via the Little League Data Center at 

www.LittleLeague.org by April 1st. 

Idea to help promote or improve 

your safety plan: 

We will be including this safety plan with every coaches 

packet distributed this year. The packets will be reviewed 

by managers/coaches during all coaches meetings to 

ensure everyone understands the safety plan. 

Covid-19 Recommendations: 

Fields 

- Face masks will be required, when mandated by 

state and local authorities. The league will have 

disposable masks to offer those that need it. 



- Hand sanitizer and disinfectant will be available in all 

dugouts to be used as needed. 

Complex 

-Restrooms will be cleaned and disinfected on a regular 

basis and at the beginning and end of each day. 

-Lines for concession will follow social distance 

guidelines. 

- Spectators will follow social distance guidelines while 

watching games. 

Positive Test Results 

Refer to the CDC guidelines for appropriate actions. 

Guidelines attached. 
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